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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE BUDAPEST 3528 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: MARR, PFOR, HU, VS 

SUBJECT: HUNGARY, VIETNAM AND RELATIONS WITH 
US 

REFS: A) BUDAPEST 3517; B) BUDAPEST 3525 

1. FOLLOWING APPEARANCE OF ARTICLE IN OCTOBER 19 MAGYAR 
HIRLAP CONTAINING CHARGES AGAINST US POLICY IN VIETNAM 
EMB POLOFF CALLED ON VIETNAM DESK OFFICER (JOLSVAI) TO 
SAY THAT SUCH BIASED PRESS ARTICLES WERE NOT HELPFUL 

IN SERVING INTERESTS OF IMPROVING BILATERAL RELATIONS. 

TOLD JOLSVAI THAT USG FOLLOWS HUNGARIAN PRESS AND GIVES 
PARTICULAR ATTENTION TO INTERPRETATION OF USG ROLE IN 
VIETNAM. ONE/SIDEDNESS OF COVERAGE COULD ONLY ENCOURAGE 
BELIEF THAT GOH INVOLVEMENT IN VIETNAM WAS MERELY TO 
SERVE PRG AND DRV INTERESTS. 

2. JOLSVAI THEN SHOWN ARTICLE FROM OCTOBER 19 EDITION OF 
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REGIME AND TREACHERY OF WASHINGTON ". ARTICLE BLAMES 
"STEP-UP IN MILITARY OPERATIONS AND ANTI/COMMUNIST HYSTERIA" 

BY GVN FOR PRESENT FAILURE OF POLITICAL NEGOTIATIONS. USG 
ACCUSED OF ENCOURAGING GVN TO VIOLATE PARIS AGREEMENTS AND 
OF ITSELF VIOLATING ACCORDS BY "ILLEGALLY" SENDING 
ARMS TO VIETNAM. BY LEAVING BEHIND "20,000 SOLDIERS MASKED 
AS CIVILIANS" AND BY "MEDDLING IN DOMESTIC AFFAIRS OF 
SOUTH VIETNAM." 

3. AFTER READING ARTICLE, JOLSVAI APPEARED EMBARRASSED AND 
IN UNUSUAL ADMISSION AGREED THAT WORDING REFLECTED "COLD 
WAR" ATTITUDE. HE ALSO AGREED THAT IT WAS MISTAKE FOR GOH 
TO 

NEEDLESSLY DENIGRATE GVN BY REFERRING TO IT AS "SAIGON 
ADMINISTRATION" AND IN IMPLYING THAT US IN POSITION TO 
DICTATE TO THIEU GOVT. IOLSVAI SAID HE WOULD REPORT 
EMBASSY'S VIEWS ON MATTER TO HIS "SUPERIORS" IN FONMIN. 

4. POLOFF ALSO REVIEWED PA&E CASE WITH JOLSVAI AND EXPRESSED 
OUR DISAPPOINTMENT THAT HUNGDEL ICCS HAD NOT INTERVENED WITH 
PRG TO SECURE RELEASE OF ITS OWN EMPLOYEES. POLOFF SAID 

WE FELT GOH HAS PARTICULAR RESPONSIBILITY AS 
AMBASSADOR ESZTERGALY OS AS ICCS CHAIRMAN HAD REFUSED TO 
INTERVENE DIRECTLY WITH PRG (SEE REFTEL B). 

PEDERSEN 
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